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Washing ton Post Foreign Service® 
“HONG KONG ---- “China, 
which has published enly a 
magazines and 


newspapers since the Cul- 


tural Revolution, has indi- 


cated that old periodicals 
may be revived soon -- or 
new ones started. : 
* No new publications have 
‘Yot been seen by foreigners 

but Peking recently | men: 
tioned that a new novel had 
been written and the major 
official magazine carried an 
article tilled: “Publish More 
and Ketter Po opular Reading 


CA particular audience for 
new publications, the article 


“in, the magazine Red Flag 


mekes clear, is’: China’s 
yeuth. Teen-agers were 
added to the usual tric—- 
workers, peasants, soldiers 
group that has made 
ty aried and higher demands 

for bopuler veading materi- 


‘ats 


At pEesedty the Chinese 
yeadér has his ‘choice of the 
authoritative party newspa- 
per People’s Daily, the army 
newspaper and one other 
newspaper in Peking. A scat- 
tering of provincial newspa 


‘pers have reappeared after 
-halling . publication during 


the Cultural Revolution, but 
‘many of them simply re- 
riint articles fr om Peking’s 
publications. : ea 


Red Flag. a nionthly, is. an | 
Communist ° 


‘other major 
Farty. outlet, and the gov- 
‘ernment also “publishes a 
‘monthly pictorial magazine, 
‘wcmonthly called Chinese 
‘Literature which carries 
Short stories and poems ¢x- 
tolling revolutionary worker 
ena soldier heroes and the 
Peking Review week] : 
which Benerally reprints a 

‘ticles from: the: official New 


- China news agency. 


"Some comrades hold that 
‘publishing more or less pop- 
ular reading material does 


believe 
‘publications 
“extremely unlikely to differ 
‘m tone from the existing of- 


present. ‘ 


“more 
seen here as fallout frora 
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‘not matter much’ and hénce 
may be ‘assigned a’ lower 
priority and even delayed,’ ” 
Red Flag says. “Such think- 
ing is obviously incorrect.” 
& Great Deal Needed 

Not only do China’s peo- 
ple need a great deal of poll- 
fieal literature, Red Vlag 
says, but also articles “on 
literature and art, science 
and technology, history, gco- 


graphy, international atfairs, 


and so forth.” : 
However, analysts 
* that. whatever new 


appear they are 


ficial publications. The Red 
Flag call for more reading 
matier does not suggest that 
such new articles should 
represent a wider spectrum 
of opinion than exists at 


Tnstead, Red Flag argues 
that. new publications are 
necessary to fill a vacuum 
that might otherwise be 


- filled by ideological enemies 
of Chairman Mao T se-tung. 


Proletarial’s Mole 

“Wacts of the class strug: 
fle have fully shown that if 
the proletariat does not oz 


‘eupy the ideology ‘ical cultural. 


position,: the bourgeoisie 
will surely do so,” Red Flag 
says, “Bad books will surely 
harm {he masses and the 
young people,” it continucs, 


‘if “wo do not publish a great, 
revolutionary 


number of 
books.” 


Some analysts here ae 


late that: magazines like 


“China Youth and China Sci- 


ence, which disappeared 
‘during the Cultural "Re yolu- 
tion, may start. up egain In 
‘coming months, They argue 
that the reintroduction of 
those institutions. would be 
‘in line with the reestablish- 
ment of pre-Cultural Revo- 
lution institutions in other 
fields. 

‘The Ted 
publications 


Fiag’ ca all for 
is’ also 


here, 


POS 


the purite of Chen Po-ta, 


‘Man's seeretary who far- 


merly edited Ned Flag and. 
had a major voice in Pe- 
king’s decistous touching Hit. 


erature and art. Chen was a 
principle political theoreti- 
cian, and carly foc of dis- 
graced former President: Liu 
Sbhao-chi end enthusiastic 
supporicr of “the Cultural 
revolution’s drive for revolu- 
fionary purity of thought 
and culture. ; 

One of the legacies of the 
Cultural Revolution has 
been a reluctance of some 
Chinese officials to take int- 
liative for fear thet they 
like officials early in the up 
heaval, will find themselves 


out of slep with the top 


leadership’ 
nerable, a 
_ As in earlier discussions 
of parly reorganization, In- 
dustrial. development and 
agricultues] planning, Red 
Flag’s article on publishing 
attacks officials who cre 
afraid’ to make decisions. 
-“We must never stand 


and thereby vul- 


still just becanse we are . 


afraid of making mistakes,” 
Red Flag says. “It cannot he 
denicd that at the present 
moment some difficulties 
are encountercd in the 
course of writing, compiling 
and publishing ~— various 
kinds of popular reading 
materials,” Red Jag says. 

Soine officials still belittle 
worker's, peasants and sol: 
diers in favor of following 

a “expert line’, the article 

ontinues. But it makes 
clear that specialists eee 
have a role ‘end that thes 
inteHectuals can “give full 
play to their special tal- 
ents,” 

But the’ intellectuals are 
fo be carefully watched and 
the- content of their writ- 
ings to be analyzed, Red 
Vlag Says. ; 


one stroke 


“bring 
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“What should we do if poi- 
sonous weeds’ appear?’ Red 
Flag asks. “We need only 
mobilize the masses to eriti- 
cize them and change them 
into fertilizer.” 

The article also indicates 
that a large expansion of 
China’s seleclion of. reading 
matter be not lake place at 
“After working 
for sever al years or longer,” 
Ned Flag says, 
2h unpreccedentedly 
prosperous new situation to 
our publishing business,” 
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